Data presentation 2

Line graphs

Notice the verbs used to describe changes over a period of time.

e N o

rise fall reach a peak remain the same
increase drop
g0 up decrease

go down

Notice the difference:

/

rise sharply rise steadily
steeply gradually
rapidly
A‘line‘ gréph
Pie charts

Pie charts are an effective way of showing the relationship of
parts to a whole: the complete circle or pie represents the whole,
while the parts are represented by segments or slices. In this pie
chart, which shows a health authority’s costs, the orange slice
represents costs of hospital services. So, hospital services account
for 60% of the costs.

" Hospital services

Describing trends
The bar chart below shows the prevalence of HIV in different countries.
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56.1 Complete the table with words from A opposite. Put a stress mark in front of the stressed
syllable of two-syllable words. The first one has been done for you.

'decrease

drop
fall

increase

rise

56.2 Choose the correct words to complete the description of the bar chart. Look at A and C
opposite to help you.

Figure 6 shows that the overall number of cases of HIV (1) v (dropped /
remained the same) yearly until 1988, then (2) ., (rose/dropped)
) P ————— (sharply/gradually). Cases in heterosexual men and women
[ (increased/fell) () smnemrsmms (steeply/steadily), especially for
people exposed abroad. The number of infected people injecting drugs
() I (fell/rose) after (7) .o (reaching a peak / dropping) in
1987. This may be because of the development of needle exchange schemes.
Mother-to-infant transmission (8) ... (represented/accounted) for a small
number of cases. Careful management of labour greatly reduced the number in the
late 1990s.
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56.3 Which type of graph would best represent the following data?

1 Birth rates in the UK from 1980 to 2010
2 Incapacity due to five different causes from 1995 to 2005
3 Sources of ionizing radiation in the UK

Over 4o you

Draw a pie chart or bar chart which shows the approximate costs of the health service in
your country. Practise describing the chart.
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